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Milford Rotary Chat

     April 22, 2010

Hosts:

Today:


Max Case & Walt Chichocki

April 29, 2010

Steve Cooper & Ray Daneault
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May 6, 2010

Christine DellaRocco & Tina DeNapoles

May 13, 2010

Karen Dobosz & Dave Esposito

Programs:

Today:


Mary Ann Wasil Nilan, Get in Touch foundation
April 29, 2010

Fifth Thursday, round table

Member’s Birthdays: 

Kevin Mola, April 23

Guests:

Jennifer DeHaan of Kelly Services

Do Good:. 

Rich Weir had to flee early because it was Tax Day but before he left he mentioned that his son and daughter-in-law will be featured on Oprah’s Earth Day special TODAY – featured as the not Earth-friendly family.

Terry Munk, acting sgt-at-arms, nabbed Gary Johnson at the Italian Table for not being Italian.

Frosty Smith told a Tax Day joke -- not worth repeating. 

David Stevens kicked in a healthy fine thanking Toyota for helping him to grow his business.

Dick Popilowski thanked everyone who helped raise $15,000 for the Milford Hospital education center.

Carrie Reed has finally taken her car to the Honda dealership. She said the car consistently locks her inside, forcing her to crawl out the back window. 

Tom Margius honored the memory of one of his colleagues who had traveled to Nicaragua with his good will group and has recently died of cancer.

Tracy O’Brien said she lost so much money this past year, she’s getting a good refund. She and Bill are also celebrating their 27th wedding anniversary. 

Eric Tashlein’s wife was away and he got to play, but he missed his daughter’s first step.

Mitch Quintner’s wife Janet bid on a Kids Count silent auction item last year for something they thought was taking place in Union Square, NYC. It’s actually in San Fran – so they’re off!

Kathy Alagno said the Chamber will host info sessions with the gubernatorial candidates.

Gary Koch is trying to adjust to his wife’s retirement, and now she’s off on a 10-day trip to the Galapagos. Also, Saule, our former exchange student, will be visiting them in May.

Announcements:

Saturday, April 24, 8 a.m. Meet at Eisenhower Park for Earth Day cleanup at various sites around town. Bring the family. Tracy O’Brien has details.

Last Week’s program:

     William F. Dowling, president and CEO of the New Britain Rock Cats Baseball Club, the Eastern League, Double-A affiliate of the Minnesota Twins, is a graduate of Columbia University and Boston College Law School. He practices law at the Manhatttan firm of Wachtel and Masyr, LLP.

     A former Assistant DA in Manhattan and Chief of the Criminal Division in the NYS Attorney General’s Office, Bill – a former No. 1 fan of the Red Sox – caught the eye of George Steinbrenner. So he left government service in 1986 to work as VP and general counsel with the Yankees. Although, he says, Steinbrenner fired him seven times, he learned a lot, gained respect for Steinbrenner’s attention to detail, and opted out after two years to serve as the club’s outside counsel – a position from which he couldn’t get fired!

     Bill said he was sick of practicing law and bought the Rock Cats in 2000, the worst team in the minors, for $6.5 million. It’s worth a lot more today, thanks to a marketing strategy to women and the family that works.

     “It’s not about selling baseball. It’s not the score or team record. It’s about selling family entertainment,” he said noting they compete with Six Flags and the beach. By controlling what’s off the field with promotions, affordable prices, and things like a mascot and “These Cats Rock” jingle, attendance has soared over the years.

      He and his team have been recognized with many awards, including Best Marketing in the Double-A classification.

Save the date: 

· The District Conference will be April 30 through May 2 in Burlington, VT and the International Convention will be June 20-23 in Montreal, Quebec. 

· Lobster Bake, July 24

